“Our dialogue is inefficient. Probably
all of you here at the university are
seeking something efficient...(laughs)”
These are the words of Ade Darmawan,
representative of ruangrupa, spoken
atarecentinternational forum.

The values that ruangrupa offers
are diverse and reflect tolerance,
placing importance on the process of
continuing the dialogue itself rather
than the premise of confronting the
listener with conclusions. There is a
historical and cultural background
to such thinking. In the late 1990s
at a time when the dictatorship had
continued for more than 30 years,
Indonesia suffered from the Asian
Financial Crisis, leading to rising
inflation, unemployment and social
unrest. It was an era in which you
would be arrested if five or more
people gathered without asking prior
permission. Sensing that the social
system is not simply something

provided, but must be built by the
people themselves, students took
action. The activities of ruangrupa
also began at that time. Indonesia is
a diverse country, consisting of more
than 13,000 islands on which more
than 500 languages are spoken. That
is why it is important to talk while
admitting differences.

ruangrupa first secured a space of
their own, and started by creating
a ‘living room.” Initially, the size was
approximately that of 4.5 tatami mats
(‘ruangrupa’ means ‘the shape of a
room’in Indonesian). The conversation

has continued since then. Appointed
as Artistic Director of Documenta 15
in 2022, ruangrupa are not planning
anything special and will instead
transfer their activities to Kassel
unchanged. ‘Lumbung’ (rice barn)
expresses their idea of sharing. This
will surely have a profound effect
on the creation of societies in the
coming era. Even though they are
attracting attention from around the
world and fully occupied with work,
they agreed to hold a weeklong
workshop here at GAP. How will this
seed grow?

GAP Social Practice Seminar

ruangrupa

Details

Special Lecture: Artist Collective-Space as a form and place where

we take partin distributing knowledge and experience

Lecturer:ruangrupa
Course period: October 17 - 21,2019
Venue: Ueno campus, Toride campus

[#h7=Bb DRI inefficient T AT T,
ZH. VB o LR BZRZEDEIAIR
efficientE 2 EZRDTVSH LB &R
WEFH e %] . ERADHZIEET+—7
LTONT IINMSRT T - LIV T D
=75

WT VNP RS 2 MEERRIE S TE
BT WMETELOGRERERRETINT
dad, WEERIZTOELXZOLDEE
BRLTWD, ZZICIXESER, e aE
27$H 3, 30FEL HIRFEAEHN KEL 290
FRR AL RRIT7ETI T RERREHNEE
WA LT LERE HERRNIER L. 5

Reza Afisina
Photo: Jin Panji

Iswanto Hartono
Photo: Jin Panji

AUEADPEEZ EXICIIBITHELEWY
EFRBIND LGB, HRIXTLES
Z5NHDTIE AL BAEBTEN LY
BELTIRESHEVWEREABIEFILB EN -
Joo WP LIINDEBHZDEZICIAE S
720 1TASTFLIEDE ES00L EDEENTE
EL. SHEEE DI RRYT, 22T
BVWERDLEPONEEETIEIEINEE
7o

WT IS ETED2EDINR—I5TE
fRU. ZZIZET [VESYIL—L] &#E-T
Wolo RIIEEEFESSVDREINS
(TIWTIIS] 34 RRYTET[HE

ruangrupa

DOF] EBFRTDEND) o ZOEENHTH
EXFEEDHELNTVD, 2022FD [RIA
B DT =T A AT 9T TALTE—
(CBHINIWTIVINGE, RIX 224
REBDESETIDTIIEL, HyEIIC
BODFEZDHDEFE-TVCEWVS, §
5O rT7DBEMBERLE [WT (K
B) |l Zh P Zhr 5D DHEE I
ICUoKNERBESATV A, 1R
FhrsEEEIh, KIELOESH, ZZGAP
T1BE. 7—72 a3y T& {7652,
COREFEDEIITHE TSI D,
(Text by Yusaku Imamura)

ruangrupa - always written using lowercase letters and without spaces - is a contemporary art organization
and artist collective founded in 2000 by a group of artists based in Jakarta, Indonesia. This collective started
as a contemporary art ecosystem that was developed from a nonprofit work model. As an NPO lead and
founded by creatives, ruangrupais involved in wide-ranging initiatives including operating the art space that
they use as their headquarters, holding exhibitions and workshops, conducting research as well as directing

international exhibitions.

In 2019, ruangrupa worked together with 2 artist collectives: Serrum and Huru Hara to initiate Gudskul:
Contemporary Art Collective and Ecosystem Studies. This is an educational platform aimed at maximizing
learning opportunities surrounding the arts in the forms of collaboration and sharing.

Another facet of their art ecosystem is the ArtLab which is a program that examines art projects and perform
creative collaborations. These usually deal with urban issues and the media. ArtLab aims to be a space for
individual artists orinterdisciplinary groups from within and outside Indonesia to interact and work together.



